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This memorandum reviews,and brings Tp-tc-gate our JK

~

negotiat'qgs with Gen APLECHAVICIUS| Mr. SIDZIX4IUSKAS
and Prof . \BRAZA mA§£5~ﬁ KCHAVICIUS' 'imminent emieratlion
to t &t%Ztes brings to an end our immédiate relationship

with him, and the question of his successor has been
discussed with SIUZIKAUSKAS and is outlined below.
Pertinent facts covered in our conference with SIDzZIKAUSKAS
and BRAZAITIS, Chief of the Propaganda Section and member
of the Foreign Affairs Committee, are summarized in the
memorandum, and refer to the following topics:

g

1. possible appointment of Col. SHOVA (SOVA) as
PLECEAVICIUS' successor; o

2. Aveilability of couriers;
3. Reorganizatiqn of the Executive Committee;
L. Position of iOZORAITIS;

. Current procurement of information;

. Financial arrangements;

5
6
7. Designation of cover names for overt correspondence;
8. MNovement of the committee to the U. S. Zone;

9

And the request £#r initiation of Political Propaganda Work.
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1. Relationship with Gen. PLECHAVICIUS: On the 25th and
26th of July, PLECEAVICIUS informed us that in compliance with our
request for two suitable couriers (Ref: 1Gl-A-1382 Part IV Para 1),
he had been successful in locating such individuals. 4t the same
time the General stated that unless proper arrangerients were made
by the G6th of August, for his family's emigration, with the
understznding that' he repains to work with us, he would be forced
to concentrate on his own individual problems pertaining to
emigration to the USA. Our numerous telegrams requesting additional
data on the two possible couriers brought negative results, and )
finally on 12 August FLECHAVICIUS informed us that he was at IRO
Transit Camp near Eremen, with departure imminent from day to day.
(Note: A check through the Munich Consulate revealed that
PLECHAVICIUS' Dp status was being exemined and that if allowed to
proceed with emigration there would be at least a two week delay.

e did rot, however, inform the General of this.) Upon esteablishing
telephone contact with the Generel at the camp, FLECHAVICIUS

stated that in view of the circumstances he could not sze how the
couriers could be contacted at this late date as the inaividuals
concerned were "personally loyal to me and would accept no orders
from the politicians". By the "politicians" the General was
referring to iir, SIDZIKAUSKAS. As the situation appezred to be
rather hopeless we agreed that the General proceed with his
emigration and that we would contact hiz in the USA at the residence
of his sponsor, PijuspAZIURIS, 32180 est Lake Road, Avon Lake,
Cleveland, Ohio. The i1naividual contacting him would introduce
himself as, "A friend of Kr. Hans SCEMIDT of Munich"©.

2., Meeting with SIDZIKAUSKAS and Juozgs PAZAITIS: On 18
August the undersigned and = , J&EQQESEWﬁbbingen
for a conference with SIDZIKAUSKAS. This was the case officer's
initial meeting with SIDZIXAUSKAS, the first contact having been
established by Merrill (Ref: MGWM-A-1415). SIUZIKAUSKAS made a very
favorable impression and it is our opinion that we would encounter
no difficulties in our planned cooperation., OSIDZIKAUSKAS is
apparently fully awsre of the fact that propaganda and clandestine
political activity in Lithuania is entirely dependent upon the
development of operational lines of communication as well as the

penetration of Soviet security organs for the protection of such

operations, SIDZIKAUSKAS was accompanied at the interview by Prof.
Juozas BRAZAITIS, Chief of the Propaganda fection, and, under the

proposed reorganization of the Executive Committee, Consultant on

Foreign Affairs. Pertinent facts of the conference are summarized
below:

a, Successor to PLECEAVICIUS: SILZIKAUSKAS stated that
FLECHAVICIUS was invited to attend a meeting of the Executive,
Committee on 8 August, but was unable to come from Bremen.

SIDZIKAUSKAS did not believe, however, that PLECHAVICIUS was r.°®
absolutely essential to the planned operations, and discounted any
references to the General's absolute personal hold over any individuals
or over the Lithuanian underground. VLIK is the government-in-exile
recognized by pzactically all Lithuanians abroad as well as by the -

K underground, and no one individual could be considered as indispensible
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other two members, SIDZIKAUSKAS will also be Chief

of the Secret Section, i.e., Col. SHOVA, PLECEAVICIUS's
probable successor, will be made responsible to
SIUZIKAUSKAS,

(3) Prof. Juozas BRAZAITIS, Chief of Propaganda Sectidn
and member of the Foreign Affairs Committee.

(4) PrOf-_{39§§§£££ElN§KAS, Chief of Planning for Economic
' Reconstruction of Lithuania’

A o
(5) Balyé%é;IDZIVﬁAS, Information and Propaganda.

NE4
(6) Broniusy/BIELIUKAS, Financial Section.

The above is only a provisional agreement made within the Executive
Committee and must be submitted to the VLIK assembly for confirmation.
SIDZIXAUSEAS, himself, does.not appear to be. too happy about.the. .. .
arrangement. He believes that due to his previous service, as well
as his recent services in going to ¥ashington, he should be given

a greater role than Chairman O0f Foreign Affairs Committee together
with KRUPAVICIUS and FRAZAITIS. The problem appears to be to keep

the Executive Committee as representative as possible of all elements
and at t he same time c:z;it down to five or six individuals.

d. Position of/ LOZORAITISY From a lengthy conversation with
SIDZIKAUSKAS on the subject o the~position occupied by LOZORAITIS,
we have a definite impression that between the Executive Committee
of VLIK and LOZORAITIS there is somewhat of a feud and a certain
amount of jockeying for power. A cordin% to SIDZIKAUSKAS, the
former Presiden’of Lithuania, Mr,XSMETONA, while on his way to the
United States and exile, delivered @ letter to LOZORAITIS in Bern
naming him Prime Minister of the Lithuanian Government-in-Exile,
in case something happened to SMETONA, As this appointment wes '
made in exile and not submitted to the Lithuanian Congress, it was
regected by the majority of the VLIK representatives. Nevertheless
LOZORAITIS is held in a "special category" for the possible eventuality
that a day might come when one of the great powers would call for
the restoration of the "legitimate constitutional power®™. TLOZORAITIS'
aspirations are supported in VLIK by the extreme rightist Nationalist
- Party which under SMETONA was actually a dictatorship and which
SIDZIKAUSKAS believes would be rejected by the majority of the
Lithuanian people. In the United States LOZORAITIS is sup-orted
by the Nationalist Party elements within the American-Lithuanian
Council with headgquarters in Chicago. LOZORAITIS has been invited
to come to Germany anG teke an active part in the VLIK; he has,
however, consistently refused to emigrate from his rather comforteble
life in Rome, where he holds no, official position since his former
post is now occupied by Stasys{GIRUVAINIS, the Lithuanien kinister
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to the Vatican. Wwithin the past few months, LOZORAITIS, on his

wn initiative and outside of VLIK chennels conta¢ted Jonas
ypEKSNYS in Stockhoms and persuaded him to take a message to the
"CItHUanian underground requesting their confirmation of SMETONA's
appointment of LOZORAITIS as Frime Minister of Lithuania. According
to the "most recent communication received from Lit' uania®, as
reported by DEKSNYS' fellow courlerEgEUJROnIS? DEKSNYS failed in ,
his mission for LOZORAITIS, and the 'underground leaders took a very
dim view of hls efforts to byoass VIIK on behalf of LOZORAITIS.

comment: recollection is that SIDZIKAUSKAS said the
information came from the Lithuanian underground radio
via Sweden. SIDZIKAUSKAS further said that the couriers
who are now in Paris reported that LOZORAITIS is unknown
in Lithuania and consequently has no following there.

In fact there is a possibility that UEISNYS will consequently not

be allowed to leave Lithuania, SIDZIKAUSIAS states thzt he considers
this latest development to be a "serious incident". between VLIK

and LOZORAITIS. As_for DEKSNYS' action in accepting the message
without informing VLIK, SIDZIKAUSKAS believes that LEKNYS was
playing both ends agalnst the mlaole, i.e., if the underground
agcepted LOZORAITIS, that would be fine, but if they refused,

he would be still a VLIK man. SIDZIKA AUSKAS firmly believes that the
underground would-not accept any man not identified by VLIK, and
therefore excludes the possibility that LOZORAITIS could engage in
any successful operational activities of his own.

e. Current Procurement of Information on USSR: This
rather delicate question was put to SIDZIKsUSKAS in an "innocent
manner”™ and without any great expectations, at this early stsge, of
receiving any detailed answer. SIDZIKAUSKAS stated that a great
deal of their information about Lithuania has been coming from their
subordinate units in Sweden, which, however, are so distant from
VLIK hesdquarters in Germany that they can not be supervised efflclent~
ly. They are therefore engaged in many "on the spot" deals with :
representatives of Swedish, British, and American I.S. It would be
preferable to establish direct communlcatlons, by-passing Sweden
entirely. Highly important information has been reaching VLIK
"via diplomatic channels from lMoscow and Warsaw", A few weeks ago
word has been received that a courier for the first time 1n years
arrived in Warsaw from Lithuania. The courier is now in ‘arsaw and
they do not know exactly how to get him to the U.S. Zone of Occupation
in Germany. They received news of the courier's arrival also "through
diplomatic channels™., SILZIKAUSKAS claims that the unéerground has
successfully penetrated the Central Committee of the Lithuani=n
Communist Party, the I'GB and MVD of the Lithuanian SSR, end even
have a good "friend in lioscow'", These matters, however, SILDZIKAUSKAS
preferred to discuss at a later time. He has no doubt that with a
future expansion of operations anc the ability to offer greater
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inéucements than in the past, VLIK cen effect penetrations of the
Soviet and Lithuanian Governments on a much hicher level tkan

previously.

f. Registration of Lithuanians in Germany: In oréer to
bring VLIK's files up to date, and at the same time, to examine
what operational personnel may be on hana, the Zxecutive Committee
has ordered the registration of all Lithuanisns in Germany. Upon
the completion of this registration we should be glven a clearer
picture of just what possibilities VLIK can offer in the way of
operational personnel.

g. Financial: SIDZIKAUSKAS volunteered the statement that

VLIK was not asking any financial supsort for itself _as a Government-

in-Exile nor for salaries £6r any of its officers. It needed
financial support only for operational matters jointly undertaken.

Thus if we wished that all reports be written in the English language,

they have a trusted individual to do this task who would have to
be paid a salary. “'e agfeed to this. The actual support which
they needed for the Executive Committee amounted to:

(1) Housing in the U.S. Zone for members of the
Bxecutive Committee and their families. That would
amount to about four or five houses and is the
equivalent of housing now provided by the French
in Tuebingen.

{2) Freedom of travel outside of Germany.

Other matters such as Col. SHOVA's salary, upkeep of couriers, care
of couriers' wives or family while they are on a mission, w/t
equipment etc., money for the unaerground, all #all unoer the
category of 0perational expenditures to be assumed by us.,

h. lNovement to U.S. Zone: SIUZIKAUSKAS believes that the
mxecutive Committee and their families will be ready to move to the
U.S. Zone sometime in October or the first part of November 1949.

i. CoverAnames. It Eas been agreed that henceforth all
overt communications From SIDZIKAUSKAS and BRADAITIS will be signed
SUDIMANTAS and DRAAYS respectlvely.
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Je Propaganda Work: BRAZAITIS expresse¢ the hope that he
will soon be able to meet the individual whp would be interested in
discussing the propaganda part of the operation with him. OPC
pleese note.

- 3. Compilation of Available Informaetion: Though we
realize that while VLIK is going through a reorgarization, it will
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be difficult for them to compile certain information which we
believe they may have on file, nevertheless in compliance with
your suggestion contained in MGK-W-257/ para 18, 19, and 20, we
requested SIDZIKAUSKAS to make available to us from information
now on hand, reports on subjects contained in the City Brief

psragraphs 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 22,

4. Our next scheduled meeting with SIDZIKAUEKAS is
expected to take place in Munich on Thursdey, 25 August. At that
time we expect to receive more definite information on Col SHOVA and

the two couriers. . /o
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